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What could be more intelligible than that
the inertia of matter, or pure chance, or some
contrary purpose, should mar the expression
of any platonic idea exercising its magic
influence over the world ? For the Greek as
for the Jew the task of morals is the same:
to subdue nature as far as possible to the uses
of the soul, by whatever agencies material or
spiritual may be at hand ; and when a limit
is reached in that direction, to harden and
cauterise the heart in the face of inevitable
evils, opening it wide at the same time to
every sweet influence that may descend to it
from heaven. Never for a moment was
positive religion entangled in a sophistical
optimism. Never did it conceive that the
most complete final deliverance and triumph
would justify the evils which they abolished.
As William James put it, in his picturesque
manner, if at the last day all creation was
shouting hallelujah and there remained one
cockroach with an unrequited love, that
would spoil the universal harmony; it would
spoil it, he meant, in truth and for the tender
philosopher, but probably not for those
excited saints. James was thinking chiefly
of the present and future, but the same